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WHO KNEW A 
HARD DAY’S WORK 
COULD BE SO EASY? 

GET YOUR WORK DONE. AMERICA WITH THE TOUGHEST 
TRACTORS AND UTILITY VEHICLES ON EARTH. 


Mahindra mPACT" XTV Utility Vehicle 

BTIndustry-Leading Cargo Box Capacity 
Industry-Leading Towing Capacity 
Industry-Leading Ground Clearance 
Industry-Leading 3-Year Powertrain Warranty 
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Mahindra eMAX" 

BTIndustry-Leading Lift Capacity 
BTIndustry-Leading Turning Radius 
BTMore Built-in Weight 

Industry-Leading 7-Year Powertrain Warranty 
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VISIT MAHINDRAUSA.COM 

THE WORLD’S NUMBER 1 
SELLING TRACTOR 
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Tractors & Utility Vehicles 
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Dear Mother 


“I cant put the 
magazines down! 

I’ve learned so 
much during my 
new adventure.” 





stoic Silver Linings 

I read with interest Hank Will’s editorial 
“Seeing Silver Linings” in the June/July 
2017 issue. I teach college-level phi¬ 
losophy classes, and I’ve found that what 
Hank says is true. If a person can learn to 
think in possibilities, then when the stuff 
really hits the fan, they won’t wallow in 
the morass for long. 

The best thing to do is to revert to an 
ancient form of philosopy—stoicism. 
Stoicism tells us that we need to know 


what we can control, and what we can’t 
control. A wildfire as widespread and de¬ 
structive as what Hank spoke of is beyond 
any human’s control. Even in the face of 
complete and utter loss, each of us can 
still control one thing: our attitude. If our 
attitude remains hopeful, then we can 
overcome the worst life throws at us. 


Especially to this philosopher and 
ethicist, it was heart-warming to hear that 
differences were laid aside to help those 
in need after the wildfires. 


Andrew Porter 



Debt-Free Adventure 

We built a cabin in the woods in West 
Virginia (pictured above) and started our 
homestead. The cabin took a year from start 
to finish, with half of that time spent work¬ 
ing only on weekends and traveling back and 
forth from New Jersey to West Virginia. In 
August 2016, we decided to move in and 
finish the house and homestead. We are 
debt-free and have a garden, fruits, goats, 
and chickens, and plan to add more animals 
soon. A neighbor gave us issues of Mother 
Earth News from 1999 to more recent years. 

I must say I can’t put the magazines down! 
They’ve been so helpful to me. I’ve learned 
so much during my new adventure. 

Dina Carrigan 
Delray, West Virginia 

Organic Giving 

I sit here alone on Memorial Day weekend 
thanking God for the abundance he’s provid¬ 
ed. When I opened your magazine and read 
Hank Will’s editorial (“Seeing Silver Linings,” 


June/July 2017), it touched my heart. Thank 
you so much for a testimony and testament 
of human-to-human giving and the sharing of 
God’s love in an organic way. Thank you for 
the reminder that good people give freely. 

Sylvia Brophy 
Rome, Georgia 

Foxes, Snakes, 
and Dogs—Oh My! 

I decided to write after reading Editor-in- 
Chief Hank Will’s call for readers to share 
their experiences dealing with predators in 
“Learning Lessons from Lambing Season” 
(April/May 2017). 

As longtime chicken keepers, my family 
and I have had to deal with predators of all 
kinds—foxes, dogs, cats, birds of prey—you 
name it. It seems lots of critters would love a 
bite of juicy chicken. 

We free-range our birds, which of course 
exacerbates the losses to predators, but the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 78) 


Teaching with Mother 

I just wanted to thank you for your awesome maga¬ 
zine! I’ve recently been named Teacher of the Year for 
Agriculture in the Classroom by the Mississippi Farm 
Bureau, and I owe much of that to Mother Earth 
News. I use your magazine as a resource for many 
ideas I implement with my students. They truly enjoy 
getting out of the traditional classroom setting and 
back into nature. Agriculture has also opened up many 
new career choices for them that they’d previously not 
considered. Thank you and keep up the great work! 

Angel Pilcher 
Byhalia, Mississippi 
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